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wireless sets, clothes, furniture, stuffs, pots and gardens,
or what they wish, than to sit good-humouredly doing
what they can of the things demanded by a teacher;
things that seem to them and their people 'just school
work *, soon to be forgotten as the manly moment of
leaving school arrives, and only now attempted to please
a teacher whom they like.1

THE TRAINING IN CHARACTER

The aim of education is often given as the making of
character, and I have tried to show that in so far as all life
is educative and all experiences shape personality, charac-
ter, or personality in action, is the education that life gives
us.

Teachers, both in their capacity as instructors in skills
necessary for civilized life and as professors in universities
for children, play a great part in the training, for they above
all people are responsible for enlarging a child's knowledge.
Now the connexion between ideals, tastes, standards and
conduct is so close and vital that what is taught in

1 Just after writing tliis section I read in The Times Educational
Supplement an account of a fully equipped theatre, with, seating
accommodation for 250, a stage, curtains, drop scenes, &c., a grand
piano and an extensive wardrobe which is the possession of the
children of Ancoats, Manchester. Miss Hendshaw, the Curator of
the Horsfall Museum, through the medium of the play centre,
enables about 6,000 children to have a chance of producing their
own plays. ,The plays are produced by groups of children who
are friends or by troupes from a school. After a performance it
is usual for a group of children to ask permission to produce a play
and when possible they are given help in selection. The plays are
rehearsed in school playgrounds and in the streets. The final
rehearsals are held in the theatre when Miss Hendshaw helps them.
If the play is successful it is repeated many times to different
audiences and all seats are free. There is a successful troupe of
minstrels at present who make constant improvement in their
show. Can we not havesone of these theatres in every district
where there are children ? And concert rooms and workshops ?